
Alaska, Denali and the Yukon 
Holland America Line • Cruise / Tour • ms Volendam 

Anchorage to Vancouver 

August 5 - 17, 2016 • 13 Days • Most Meals 

Escorted by Peeter Vanker 

Bald Eagle in Flight 
credit Holland America Line 



     Alaska and the Yukon are the last frontiers of North 
America. This is a land too wild to be tamed, with rugged 
peaks and raging rivers; a land of grand vistas and hardy 
people. Its history is relatively short, having only been 
really explored during the gold rushes at the end of the 
nineteenth century. In recent years a new ‘gold’ rush has 
taken place, in search of oil, but the land remains wild and 
inviting. 

      Come with us as we too discover this new land. We will 
spend eight days touring the north, both Canadian and 
American. Visiting such well known locations as 
Anchorage, Denali National Park, Fairbanks, and the Gold 
Rush city of Dawson. Then enjoy four nights of pampered 
luxury as we cruise on the ms Volendam to Glacier Bay 
and south along the Inside Passage to Vancouver. 

INCLUSIVE FEATURES 
 

 8 nights first class hotels, as indicated or similar 

 Full day wilderness excursion and two overnight stays 
in Denali National Park 

 Luxury rail car on the McKinley Explorer 

 Land travel by deluxe motor coach  

 Travel the ‘Trail of ‘98 on the White Pass and Yukon 
Railroad 

 4 night cruise on the ms Volendam, based on sharing 
a twin bedded stateroom in category selected 

 Most meals on the land tour as coded - BLD 

 All meals and entertainment on board the ship 

 Services of your cruise/tour escort and/or local 
representatives and cruise director 

 All gratuities for included shipboard services 

 Baggage handling at hotels and shipside 

 All cruise line taxes and fees 

Air - inclusive rates also include: 

 Estimated return economy airfare from cities listed  

 Transfers between the airport and ship 

 All current air taxes, fuel surcharges and fees 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value 

CRUISE / TOUR ESCORT 
 

Rev. Dr. Peeter Vanker was 
born in Estonia and lived in 
Sweden before immigrating to 
Canada. Ordained in 1967, he 
served parishes in Toronto and 
Montreal before retiring in 
Markham where he continues to 
minister to various communities. 
He and his wife, Carol, have 
travelled extensively throughout 
much of Europe including the 
Baltics (several visits), as well as 
Egypt, Turkey, South America 
and Antarctica. He has escorted 
a number of groups on our behalf, including Alaska, Israel 
and Costa Rica. They are looking forward to helping their 
fellow travellers enjoy yet another delightful journey.  

CRUISE / TOUR HIGHLIGHTS 
 

McKinley Explorer: Witness Alaska’s pristine 
wilderness from Anchorage to Denali, on board the 
McKinley Explorer, enjoying fabulous views from our 
reserved seats in the full-domed double-decker railcar (the 
lower level is a private dining area where we have two 
included meals).  
 

Yukon Gold Rush Experience: Experience Dawson 
City, capital of the Yukon Gold Rush and then follow the 
Trail of ‘98 to Whitehorse and Fraser aboard a luxury 
coach, ensuring unobstructed views of the passing 
scenery.  
 

White Pass & Yukon Railway: Descend the infamous 
Trail of ‘98 from the heights of the White Pass to Skagway.   
 

Inside Passage Cruise: Relax on board the gracious 
ms Volendam as we cruise to Glacier Bay, Ketchikan and 
south along the Inside Passage to Vancouver. 

Each year, many of our guests wait too long to 
reserve their places for this exciting destination. 
Space on this cruise / tour is extremely limited.  

We urge you to reserve your places NOW to avoid 
being disappointed.  

Beautiful scenery in the Yukon - Credit Gilda Kato 

Alaska’s pristine wilderness - Credit Wayne Doucette 



August 5, Friday  Canada / Anchorage, Alaska  

We fly North to Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city where we 
are met and transferred to our hotel. The balance of the 

day is at leisure. Westmark Anchorage Hotel (1 night) 
 

August 6, Saturday Train to Denali National Park 

Luxuriate in our private, full-dome railcar as the McKinley 
Explorer takes us into Denali National Park, one of 
America's greatest wilderness preserves. While in the park, 
perhaps enjoy a walk by the river, watch for different 
species of local birds, or raft down the Nenana River.   

McKinley Chalet Resort (2 nights) BLD 
 

August 7, Sunday  Denali National Park, Alaska  

Relax at your resort this morning. Our afternoon excursion 
takes us deep into the park in search of big game; moose, 
caribou, dall sheep and perhaps a glimpse of a grizzly 
bear. Watch for views of Mt. McKinley (North America's 
highest peak at 20,392 feet).  BD 
 

August 8, Monday Denali / Fairbanks, Alaska   

Enjoy a leisurely morning before heading out by deluxe 
motorcoach to Fairbanks, Alaska's ‘golden heart’. This 
afternoon we get to try our hands at panning for gold at the 
historic Gold Dredge #8.   

Westmark Fairbanks (1 night)  BD 
 

August 9, Tuesday Fairbanks / Dawson City, Yukon   

This morning we fly to Dawson City. We'll love this 
perfectly preserved Gold Rush city; wooden boardwalks, 
weathered banks and saloons appear just as they did back 

in 1898. Westmark Inn Dawson (2 nights) BD 
 

August 10, Wednesday Dawson City   

This morning we will enjoy a river cruise on the nostalgic 
paddle-wheeler, Klondike Spirit. During our free afternoon 
we can visit the rustic cabin of Robert Service, bard of the 
Yukon or see the site of the first strike at Bonanza Creek. 
This evening we can join the fun at Diamond Tooth Gerties 
and the Gaslight Follies, complete with villains and heroes 
(extra cost).   BD  
 

August 11, Thursday  Dawson City / Whitehorse 

This morning we depart Dawson by deluxe motor coach 
enjoying spectacular scenery as we pass Lake Laberge, 
the inspiration for Robert Service’s poem. We continue our 
drive to Whitehorse, where prospectors gathered before 
heading out to the gold fields. It is now the capital of the 
Yukon Territory and home of the Mounties.  

Westmark Whitehorse (1 night) BD 
 

August 12, Friday Whitehorse / Skagway, Alaska 

Enjoy the sights at your leisure as we journey to Skagway. 
We continue our travels by coach along the Trail of '98, the 
torturous route followed 100 years ago, passing Emerald 
Lake and Carcross. At Fraser, we board the legendary 
White Pass and Yukon Railroad and descend the most 
treacherous parts of the trail, enjoying the spectacular 
scenery en route to Skagway, the staging ground for the 
gold rush, now restored to its former glory.  

Westmark Inn Skagway (1 night)  BD 
 

August 13, Saturday Skagway, Alaska 

Today enjoy exploring this delightfully restored frontier 
town, complete with its boardwalk and authentic shops 

from a bygone era. Later this afternoon we say farewell to 
our Yukon guide as we embark on the ms Volendam, our 
floating home. Embark / Sail 9:00pm  BD 
 

August 14, Sunday  Glacier Bay Cruising  

We spend the day cruising in Glacier Bay, viewing the 
world's most extraordinary display of glaciers: sixteen 
mighty rivers of ice converge here, including Grand Pacific 
and Margerie, two of Alaska's most active.   

Arrive 7:00am / Sail 4:00pm  BLD 
 

August 15, Monday Ketchikan, Alaska  

Be sure to explore Creek Street, a boardwalk lined with 
interesting shops and old buildings. Or book an excursion 
to visit Totem Bight State Park and the Totem Heritage 
Centre to see the world’s best collection of totem poles, or 
join one of the various fishing excursions. 

Arrive 10:00am / Sail 6:00pm  BLD 
 

August 16, Tuesday  Inside Passage Cruising  

Homeward bound, we sail along the scenic Inside 
Passage, relaxing with new found friends and enjoying the 
majestic scenery of forest clad mountains and snow 
capped peaks.  BLD 
 

August 17, Wednesday  Vancouver / Disembark  

After an early arrival in Vancouver, a transfer will be 
provided to the airport where we will board our flights for 
home. Arrive 7:00am / Disembark / Fly Home B 

Magnificent landscapes of the Yukon - Credit Wayne Doucette 



OUR CRUISE SHIP • ms Volendam 

 

 

 

           

     The ms Volendam is breath taking in every detail, from 
the truly spacious staterooms to the priceless antiques 
that line the halls. At 61000 tons, she carries just 1,432 
guests in truly spacious comfort.  

     Fifteen different lounges and restaurants are ours to 
enjoy from the Frans Hals Lounge, two decks high and a 
lounge stage that will fill your evenings with 
entertainment, to the twin levels of the Rotterdam Dining 
Room with its grand staircase and floor to ceiling 
windows. Recent additions to the ship are the beautiful 
Explorations Café (with its in depth library, internet 
access and coffee bar) and the Culinary Arts Centre (for 
cooking classes and presentations). Ample deck area, a 
complete Promenade Deck, two pools (one of which can 
be covered) and the superb Greenhouse Spa and fitness 
area are all ours to enjoy. 

     Luxurious accommodations await and each stateroom 
will feature two lower beds (most of which can convert to 
a king-size bed), plush pillow top mattresses, fine 
Egyptian cotton sheets, personal terry cloth bathrobes, a 
private bathroom, individually controlled air conditioning, 
telephone, multi-channel in-room music and ample closet 
space.  Each has a colour flat screen television and DVD 
player. All staterooms feature a separate sitting area and 
vanity and average stateroom size is over 190 square 
feet, some of the largest in the industry. Most outside 
staterooms feature picture-window viewing and all feature 
a bathtub/shower. The deluxe mini-suites feature a 
private balcony, floor to ceiling windows, mini-bar, 
whirlpool bath and more. 

CT RATING 3.5 - Challenging: This cruise / tour 
involves early starts, long travel days, numerous types of 
transportation and relatively strenuous travel conditions. 
Members should be in good physical condition to 
undertake this journey. 

EFF30JUN15 

Cruise Cost in Canadian Dollars (per person)  
Category/Description/Deck                           Sharing Twin 

K Inside Twin (Main, Veranda & Navigation) ........ $4,785 

J Inside Twin (Dolphin & Main) .............................. $4,795 

I Inside Twin (Main) ................................................. $4,815 

E Outside Twin (Dolphin, Main & Lower Promenade) ... $4,995 

DA Outside Twin (Main & Veranda) ....................... $5,025 

D Outside Twin (Dolphin & Lower Promenade) ... $5,035 

C Outside Twin (Main) ............................................. $5,045 

CA Lanai Twin (Lower Promenade) ....................... $5,135 

B Vista Suite (Veranda & Navigation) .................... $5,795 

A Vista Suite (Veranda & Navigation) .................... $5,925 
Above rates are cruise/tour only and are per person based 
on sharing the category chosen and include all of the 
applicable Inclusive Features. See Deck Plan for full 
details on various categories available. For Single rates, 
ask for prices or visit our website.  
 
 

Sample air add-ons from cities across Canada: 
Vancouver (Vancouver transfers not included) ............ $625 
Calgary / Edmonton ...................................................... $865 
Regina / Saskatoon ...................................................... $895 
Winnipeg ....................................................................... $895 
Toronto ...................................................................... $1,055 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $1,135 
Halifax / St John’s ...................................................... $1,195 

Airfares from other gateways are available on request.  
Airfares and air carrier are subject to change and will be 
confirmed prior to final payment. Refer to Inclusive 
Features for details.   

Cruise price is based on sharing a twin-bedded stateroom 
with private bathroom.  Prices are based on a minimum 20 
members and on rates, taxes and fees effective June 2015. 
Prices are subject to change due to factors beyond our 
control. Itinerary is based on the air/sea program offered by 
the cruise line. Due to air schedules passengers from 
Atlantic Canada may require an overnight hotel before and/
or after the cruise (cost not included).  
 

The above prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of 
comprehensive insurance which is available on an optional 
basis and is highly recommended. Insurance premiums 
vary with the cost and length of the trip as well as the 
traveller’s age. For passengers up to and including 74 
years on departure date, premiums will range from $285 to 
$495pp. Cost supplements for members aged 75 - 85 will 
range from $190 to $412pp. This insurance is effective 
from the date of purchase and carries limitations on pre-
existing medical conditions. Please discuss your insurance 
coverage prior to booking. Check our website for the 
most current information. Refer to the enrollment form for 
general information and conditions.  
 
 

Final payment will be due May 18, 2016 

Deposit will be $900 per person  
 

To reserve your spot on this cruise, simply complete the 
enclosed enrollment form, indicating the cruise you wish to 
join and your home city, and forward it with your deposit to: 
 

CRAIG CANADIAN GROUP TRAVEL LTD 

1092 Mount Pleasant Road Toronto  ON  M4P 2M6 

Tel: 416-484-0926 or 1-800-387-8890 / Fax: 416-484-8143 

cruises@craigtravel.com / www.craigtravel.com 

 

A NOTE ABOUT AIRFARES 
 

The way we book flights in conjunction with some cruises 
has changed. At the time of booking (time of deposit) we 
will immediately work with you to choose your flights based 
on the best available fares and schedules (be sure to ad-
vise us of any flight preferences). The sample fares shown 
in this brochure are only to be used as a guideline. Final air 
prices will be subject to rates available on the date of pur-
chase. Booking and paying for flights early will ensure that 
you receive the best routing and value.   

Carcross, Yukon - Credit Jill Holmeshaw 


